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-INTRODUCTION. 


TAVING ferved the moſt of laſt war 
1 1 in America, I was able to form a com- 


| prehenſive idea not only of the country, but 


of the inhabitants. So early as the year 
1757, in the diſpoſition of the New-Eng- 
land people I could plainly diſcover the 
ſeeds that have prod uced the preſent rebel- 
lion; and ſince the battle of Lexington, 
have been under more anxiety for the ho- 
or and ſafety of my country than in any 
other war; fearing, that from our not un- 
derſtanding the character of the rebels, we 
ſhould be much duped and injured by them; 
but now I ſee, with great ſatisfaction, that 
their views are pretty well underſtood here, 
A 2 


5 and 


F4 1 
and that we are carrying on the war againſt 
them with the ſame vigour as if they were 
not our brethren and friends. Being too 
infirm for ſervice, I offer my ſentiments up- 
on the preſent ſtate, which J have formed 
< from a minute attention to every thing that 
has been done and wrote upon the ſubject, 
wiſhing ſincerely, that they in ſome mea- 
ſure may be productive of. peace and tran- 
quility to the empire. 
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REDUCING THE REBELS, &c. &. | 


Fact the ſmalleſt beginnings frequently 
ariſe the greateſt events. No perſon, 
the leaſt acquainted with the ſituation of 
Great-Britain and America, could poſſibly ZN 
have imagined, that affairs between the two 
countries could have got to ſuch an alarm- 
ing pitch from ſuch a trifling origin, to wit, 
the meetings and votes of ſome of the moſt 
factious, and, till then, moſt inſignificant 
members of the community, diſapproved of 
y the moſt ſenſible and well diſpoſed of 
B the 
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the ſeveral Colonies. It is a ſingular fact in 


hiſtory, that numbers of people ſhould meet 
without labouring under any oppreſſion but 


5 ſuch as was merely ſpeculative at moſt, and 


by the breathings of ſedition and defign, be 
inſpired with a rage not to be paralleled, ſo 
as to ſubmit to a total ſubverſion of all their 
antient laws and cuſtoms, and to throw off 


every trace of humanity. This obſervation 
would not have been made, but as it affords 
an exceeding good lefſon to the moderate 


and well-diſpoſed in every fociety, to take 
the alarm at once when a mob attempts an 


Invaſion of the conſtitution, and to ſtrangle 
the efforts of ſedition in their birth. It is a 
truth to be lamented, though not ſo eaſily 
accounted for, that the defigning and flagi- 


tious are much more active to deſtroy the 


peace of mankind, than the honeft and up- 
right are to defend it: they may either look i 
upon the efforts of their opponents in too 
contemptible a light, allowing them the 


will, 
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will, but not the power to do miſchief, or 
truſt to others to ſuppreſs them; but this 


zs a grand political miſtake. If men of pro- 
perty and conſequence in America had at 
once ſtept forth, and openly avowed their 


diſapprobation of ſuch reſolutions, they 


might have been very eaſily overthrown; 


but they ſoon gathered ſuch firength as to 
ſet all reſiſtance at defiance. With a ſmall 
labour you prevent a river from overflow- 
ing; but when it has exceeded, no human 
art can reduce it to its former channel, 


However trifling the party engaged, or ab- 


ſurd their ſchemes, yet if they are levelled 


with a deadly malice againſt the conflitu- 


tion, they ought to be combated and over- 


thrown at once, 


Tas artifices 0 a diſcarded faction cer- 
tainly have promoted the cauſe of rebellion, 


and perhaps may have been the origin of it; 
but the Parliament, by a juſt and ſpirited 


B 2 5 act, 
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act, have in a great meaſure put a ſtop to 
ſuch a treacherous correſpondence. This 


faction, by their! impotence, have long ceaſed 


to be miſchievous in this country, and it is 


now hoped they will not be able to ſcatter 


their poiſon in America. The origin of the 
preſent diſſentions, then, I attribute entirely 
to the arts of a few ſelf-intereſted and de- 


ſigning men; becauſe all the reaſons which 


the Americans have avowedly given as the 


cauſe of them, have been ſo clearly and fairly 


refuted, that it would be ridiculous to infift 
upon them, and treſpaſſing upon the pa- 


tience of the public to enter into a freſh ex- 


amination of them. 


So far, indeed, were they from having 
any right to declare war againſt us, that 
their violent deſtruction of the property of 
our Eaſt India Company gave juſt ground 


of war int them, which we certainly 


ſhould 
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N 
mould have taken up againſt any indepen 


dent nation whatever, 


How vEnx, all reaſoning is now over; the 
uncandid, inſolent manner with which they 
have treated every attempt for accommoda- 
tion, their horrid cruelty and depredations 

on the property of the King's faithful ſub- 
jects, and the daring attack upon our troops, 


have compelled us to draw the ſword, and | ; 
it is to be hoped that it will not be ſheathed rn 
till the moſt unprincipled rebels that ever | | | 
Li infeſted ſociety; are brought by ſevere pu- 1 | 
niſhment to a ſenſe of their duty, and a ſub- 
miſſion to thoſe laws which alone render 4 


mankind ſuperior to the brute creation. 


SINCE the war is inevitable, we are to | 
conſider the propereſt methods of carrying 
it on. In order to help us to this, the ſitu- 
ation of the two countries engaged ought to 

be maturely attended to.— Great · Britain, 


4 with 


* 
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with a free trade, ſupplied with every ne- 
ceſſary and convenience for carrying on the 
war —and America, labouring under a no- 
torious deficiency in theſe reſpects. It is 


advanced indeed, that the Americans make 


great quantities of gunpowder; but the great 
riſque they run to get it from foreign powers, 
and the high price they give for what they 


can procure upon the ſpot, render this ac- 


count exceedingly problematical. Salt, an 


abſolute requiſite of life, they certainly can- 


not procure within themſelves, nor any kind 
of cloathing nearly adequate to their wants, 
the winter in the greateſt part of America 
being very fevere and long. 

I has generally been allowed, that as to 
corn and other proviſions, they have ſuffi- 


cient amply for their conſumption; but if 


this bufineſs continues, that will not long 
be the caſe. The alarms occafioned in A 
country which Is a ſeat of war, or what is 


the 
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1 
the ſame thing, is in hourly expectation of 
becoming ſo, muſt prevent the regular ope- 


rations of huſbandry. Beſides, the farmer 


has very little incitement to continue his 
labours, without which human nature will 
not be active, as he finds he cannot export 
the produce of his lands, The internal de- 
mand muſt be very triffing, compared to 
what might be produced; and even that 
trifle is to be paid in paper, which he muſt 


P 
know can, at any rate, be of bat little va- 


Jue: for it is certain, that that money is ſunk 


vaſtly de low its par, and that one decifive 
ſtroke in our favour would deftroy the cre- 


dit of it totally, which is a very important 
advantage we have over the rebels. The 


farmer concludes, that he ought not to la- 


bour without emolument, Joins in the ge- 
neral rage for arms, and, to prevent oppreſ- 


fion in that line of life, ſeeks for peeferment 
in it. 


Tuts 


1 
it muſt ſtrike us 


as the firſt grand object of our policy in 
| 


1 
8 
Turs being the eile, 


carrying on the war, to prevent all manner 


of ſupplies from reaching them. It is evi- ; 


dent, from the number of ſhips we have 
already out, and many which are going, 


4 that, with due vigilance and activity, this 
| important point might be attained, and the 
war ended ſooner than by all other methods 


that could be fallen upon. 


\ 


Ir may be looked upon as an undoubted 
= fact, that as they are at preſent ſituated, 
| | they could not poſſibly hold out another 

winter, being by no means furniſhed with 2 
the common neceſſaries of life for that 
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purpoſe. 
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In this light I view every veſſel that is 


ſeized, carrying cloathing or ordnance to 
the rebels, as of much more conſequence | 


than twenty diſlodgements from the deepeſt 
trenches, 2 
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tienckes, ports always gained with great 
expence of blood to us, and of very fmall 


importance to the general buſineſs. If they 
are diflodged, they only change their poſi- 


tion, and are ſtill ready to annoy us again; 
but the other great object may be obtained 
in moſt inſtances without the loſs of a ſingle 


individual: for allowing, that they have 


fitted out forme few veſſels of force, yet they 
muſt be ſo infinitely inferior to ours in 
every reſpect, that to mention them in any 


degree of competition would be ridiculous 


11 abſurd. 


Ir an ſupplies are prevented, their boaſted 


numbers will be turned againft themſelves, 


and their army, like the Roman empire— 
mole ruet ſud, 


Trovct the ſtrict and rigid execution of 


the reflraiting law will have the ſpeedieſt 


effect upon the war, yet the land- forces 


C may 


11 


may be diſpoſed of to act with — ad- 
vantage. 


WIETIER General Howe' 5 derclition 
of Boſton proceeded, from choice or neceſ⸗ 
ſity, 1 it was certainly an happy event for the 
Britiſh troops. On the mention of this 


man, returning him my hearty thanks, and 


glorying in him as an honour to his coun- 
try. There certainly could be no pro- 


priety in the forces remaining there, becauſe 
the rebels are more united, and ftronger, 


than in any other part. Though the Bri- 
tiſh ſoldiers are brave to a proverb, there is 


no reaſon that they ſhould be voluntarily 
employed! in deſperate, forlorn attacks; for 


numerous as the rebels are, there appears to 
have been no poſlibility of getting them in- 
to a fair field engagement, and our brave 


countrymen were to have been ſacrificed by 
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l 
theſe cowardly aſſaſſins from behind hedges 


and ſtone walls. 


Ir the war is properly conducted, the ad- 
vantage that our fleet gives us over the re- 
bels, renders their ſuperior numbers of very 
little conſequenee. Whenever, at any time, 
we find ourſelves greatly outnumbered by 
them, we can embark immediately (eſpe- 
cially as we have every reaſon to expect ſo 


perfect a cordiality between the commanders 


of the navy and army) and gain poſſeſſion 
of ſome other place, and by theſe means 
| harraſs their main body with continual 


marches : for it is certain, they will not be 


able to convey their forces by ſea, nor would 
they do it if they had it in their power; for 
they could never bring themſelves to feel fo 
bold on board of ſhips, as when in trenches 


up to their chins, and the further ſecurity 
of walls to fly to, when they were beat out 


of them. 
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9 
By a fair wind we might at any time 
reach a diſtance in a few days, which would 


take the rebels many weeks to gain. By 


this method of ſhifting the ſcene, they might 
be much fatigued and annoyed, to the great 


benefit of Great-Britain. 


Ous troops remained at Boſton during 
the ſeverity of the winter, and made alk the 


uſe of the town which they deſired. They 


ſtayed till a great number of rebel forces, 


not only of New-England, but of all the 
continent, were gathered round: they 
then, by an excellent piece of generalſhip, 


and without the leaſt difficulty, depart, and 


at once change the whole ſtate of the war. 


But what is to become of the vaſt number 
of rebel troops there, after the rejoicing for 


the poſſeſſion of the new Zion is over? Are 
they to remain there without any object? 


The rebels, numerous as they boaſt them- 
ſelves, can ill afford that ſo many men 
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ſhould remain inactive, or merely as a gar- 


riſon. Are they to diſperſe? If they do, 


Boſton will be again at the ſervice of the 
Eing's troops, if the prolongation of the 
war ſhould render it requiſite. 


-» 


INCIDENTAL advantages would ariſe 


from this method of conducting the war.— 


The King's troops coming by ſurprize on 


any place, might have plenty of freſh pro- 


viſions, either by ſeizing them, or laying a 


town under contribution. 


Ix ſhould be a fixed reſolution to ſecure 


as many of the leading men, wherever they 


go, as poſſible ; not with a view to puniſh 
or inſult them, but as hoſtages to compel 
common humanity to be uſed to the King's 


liege ſubje&ts, who are unhappily in the 


hands of their rebel tyrants. 
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1 
Tuꝝ deſtruction of the towns on the ſea- 
coaſt ſhould be as much avoided as poffi· 
ble. This ſtep would highly pleaſe a ma- 
jority of the rebels for two reaſons: iſt, Be- 
cauſe they look upon the towns on the ſea 
coaſt ſo eaſily deſtroyed, as ſome kind of ſe- 


curity in the hands of government to inforce 
their obedience. 2dly, They have an hatred 


to moſt towns, becauſe the officers and 


friends of government, for their buſineſs, 
chiefly reſided and had property in them, it 
would therefore but glut their malice to have 
them deſtroyed, which was ſufficiently Y 
AUNT in the my of Norfolk. 'F 


3 inveſtigating the ſubject 3 in the | 
beſt manner I am capable of, the follow! ing | z 
diſpoſition of the troops ſeem to me moſt 

reaſonable to enable them to put an end to 
the rebellion - to wit, that the army be di- 


vided into two main bodies, the one to act Y 
in Canada; the other to the ſouthward. It 
— 0 has 


l 
has always been an opinion, and without 
doubt well founded, that the Canadians 
were compelled to take part in the rebel- 
hon, by the number of. their kind friends 
and neighbours, who, like the antient Goths 
and Vandals, poured in upon them. It is 
by no means to be apprehended but that, if 
there was a ſufficient force to countenance 
them in it, they would take up arms againſt 


the rebels, and give us every aſſiſtance, If 


this is the event, by the acceſſion of ſuch a 


ſtrength, after expelling the rebels, we might 


with great weight, either by ſea or land, 4 
enter New-England, and ſoon bring them 


to ſubjection, or take poſſeſſion of their 


whole country. Government ſeems lately 


to have acted upon theſe principles in Ca- 


nada, and it is the duty of every good ſub- 


ject to give it his ſupport, and to juſtify its 


proceedings to the people whenever it can 
be fair] y done. 


THE 
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0 FP ſame reaſon which ſhould induce 


1 1 "gy F A 

Ik us principally to carry on the war at Que- 

i bee, ſhotild be a motive for our doing the 

| . fame to the ſouthward, to wit, the internal 
| weakneſs of the rebels, ariſing from their ö 
| | 


5 enemies among themſelves. Every bod 
il acquainted with the ſouthern parts of Ame- I 
1 rica knows, that the number of black ſlaves 
are at leaſt double the number of the white 
people; that they are an able- bodied, brave 
people, highly oppreſſed by their tyrants, 
118 and of courſe would enter with great ſpirit 
| if and alacrity into any ſcheme to alter their 
miſerable condition. A large body of the 
; i 77 King's forces landing in * Carolina, would 
} meet with a prodigious number of theſe 
1 2 people, who would join them as ſoon as a 


* 
A „ 


— 
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1 mention Carolina as an inſtance, not indeed 
without ſome kind of preference, as we have undoubted 
authority to ſay, that there are a great number of 4i/- 
affefed, as the rebels call them there: the regulators, 
by all accounts, are a numerous and powerful body, 
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ſtandard was erected for that purpoſe, pro- 
vided they had arms ſufficient to put into 
their hands. They would be found to be 
pf the higheſt advantage in every reſpect: 
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they would, in a ſhort time, make excel- 
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lent ſoldiers, and great benefit would reſult 


from the minute intimate knowledge they 


have of the different parts of the country 
they might come from; they would inform 


the officers wherever proviſions could be 


| had, and would make the beſt foragers., 
theſe facts I ſpeak by experience, for) many 
blacks were employed in our { ce during 
laſt war. Conſidering the Rate of affairs 


at preſent, no reaſonable man could object 


to this expedient, ſo far as it relates to the 
rebels themſelves. Indeed this method has 
been objected to on account of the Engliſh 


— 8 c — > x of 
— —— — —a—_— 
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for their debts; but any difficulty ariſing 
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from that circumſtance might be eaſily ob- 


D viated. 
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| viated. Let it be conſidered, that if the 
| In rebels are not conquered, the Britiſh credi- 9 
tors will loſe the whole of their debts, by "NT 
bl the bye, no ſmall object of the preſent con- \ 
| teſt ; bilder, the real ſecurity in the colo- 


it nies is ſufficient to ſatisfy their minds on 


| 15 : that head. This ſcheme put in execution, * 
| would certainly reduce the ſouthern parts * 
of America to reaſon and juſtice; they muſt | 


then of courſe ſever themſelves from the ; 
rebellious congreſs, and by theſe means the | 
old maxim of divide et imperi would be 
fully put in practice. If their ſucceſs is not 


: ſo immediate as may be expected from ſuch 1 
numbers joining them, both white and f 
black, as certainly will in their progreſs, | 
the great object of our two main bodies 
ſhould be to make a junction at New- | 


York, that being the moſt central, and, up- 3 
on the whole, the beſt affected colony we 6 7 
have. 
It 
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Ir it was poſſible for a campaign, fo 
conducted, to fail of victory, (for it is to 
be obſerved, that I go much upon the 1dea 


of multitudes flocking to the King's ſtan- 


dard) we have ſtill the grand reſource in 


our hands, by the ſtrength and number of 
our ſhipping, of moſt effectually preventing 


all manner of ſupplies from reaching them, 
and by theſe means ſhortly reducing them 
to the greateſt neceſſity the moſt ſhocking 


of all neceſſities to them, of becoming juſt 


and obedient to the laws, which Jam ſatiſ- 


fied is all that is meant by government. 


Ir is reported that the rebels have drove 


their live ſtock as far back into the coun- 


try as they could: this can be of no advan- 


tage to them, though it may render it more 


difficult for the King's troops to be ſup- 
plied; for it has been univerſally allowed, 
that the cultivated parts of America were 
8 D 2 full 


0 

N 1 full as well ſtocked with cattle as they could 
14 bear, if not more ſo, therefore the acceſſion 
of ſuch numbers as were ſupported upon 
1 the ſea-coaſt, and the banks of large navi- 


I, _ gable riyers, will exceed all proportion to 


= the food, and thouſands of them muſt pe- 


Uh riſh, I would mention, that there are large al 
| iſlands in the bays in America ſtocked with * 
{ cattle, &c. which would be always under 

| command of our ſhips, and might be of 


* 
— n 5 


great ſervice to our troops, If theſe too 


are carried off the iſlands (which I cm | 
hardly imagine) and drove back into the | 
country, they would increaſe the ſcarcity 
and diſtreſs mentioned above. In ſhort, 
their exceeding want of policy is as appa- 
rent, and their ſchemes are as puerile and 
ridiculous, as their cauſe is unjuſt; an happy 


union for the honeſt part of mankind 0 


To 


55 
. 
* 
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+ 1 ſum up the whole upon this head 
That by a vigorous proſecution of the war, 


the rebels may be ſoon conquered, I have 


no doubt. That they may be conquered 


by force of arms, I think exceedingly proba- 
ble; but that they muſt be conquered by a 
vigilant and active execution of the reſtrain, 
ing law is certain : for if the Americans were 
never able, at any time, to ſupply themſelves 


with cloaths and other neceſſaries of life, no 


reaſonable man can poffibly believe that 


they can do it in their preſent diſtracted 


ſtate. If they attempt to ſupply themſelves 


from foreign nations, the diſtance they will 


| have to go will render it almoſt impoſſible 
for even one ſhip to eſcape. - By keeping a 


due look out on our parts, we may gene- 


rally meet with them either near their own 


ports or the foreign ones, though this moſt 
important object has not been ſufficiently 
attended to, 


AFTER 


1 [ 26 ] 
AFTER conquering, or rather reducing 
the rebels to obedience, our next conſide- 


ration ſhould be, what ought to be their 


] : ſuture ſituation, ſo as to render the connec- 
Y 


* 
— —— — ! 
—— — —— — 


tion of any benefit to us, and ſo as to pre- 


vent the like inſurrections. I do not mean 


= to point out every minute article which 

I ought to be infiſted upon and ſettled, after W | 

| . 3 | = 
f the reſtoration of peace and order; but only 


| bo « | | : * 
18 | to mark the great outlines of their future 4 


eſtabliſhment, without which we had better . 


at once follow the plan of the ingenious 
and learned Dean Tucker, of declaring 


them independent, provided we can at any 
| rate get in the immenſe debt due to our N 
merchants. Let our power be ever ſo great 
over the Americans, far be it from us to ; 
uſe it with any degree of wanton tyranny, ' 
cruelty, or injuſtice. No; let the Britiſh Fg 
clemency be in this, as in every other in- 5 
ſtance, as conſpicuous as their bravery. Let i 


us 
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us grant every indulgence that the juſt 


commercial intereſt of Great-Britain will 


allow of, and their power and diſpoſition to 
annoy us, will permit. 


THe navigation act ſhould be the firſt 


grand object of our attention: the force of 


this, indeed, was never denied by the con- 


greſs, though that now is as much tram- 
pled on as any other. All acts, likewiſe, 
that tend to ſtrengthen this great pillar of 


our connection, ſhould be inſiſted upon in 


their full extent. 


THEIR complaints againſt the juriſdic- 


tion of the admiralty aroſe from their pro- 


penſity to ſmuggling; as it interfered ſo ma · 


terially with this darling object, they repro- 
bated it in the ſtrongeſt terms. So far as 


this juriſdiction tends to prevent their trad- 


ing with other nations (for in New-Eng- 


land 


1 
land this illicit commerce had got to a pitch 
far beyond the common idea of ſmuggling) 


it ought to be moſt rigourouſly inſiſted up- 


: 
: 
15 
"4 
> 
[ 
15 
j 
S 
; 


on and executed. If there are any parts of 
| DE it which may put it in the power of a judge 
jt to vex and diſtreſs upon trivial matters, no 
ſ | wile important for the preſervation of the 
ii PRE navigation act, candor would do ſuch away, 
fr and ample juſtice ſhould be done to the 
4 ſufferers complaining, in a legal way, of 
| . any abuſe of authority in the admiralty. 

1 


As all 3 are futile hk 10 to 


compel obedience to them, and as the civil 
power in America has been proved to be 
no wiſe adequate to it, the right of ſending 
and quartering ſoldiers in any part of his 
Majeſty' s dominions ſhould be inſiſted up- 
n., . Lord Chatham himſelf, the 
great advocate for America, has propoſed 
: ſhould be an article of accommodation. 


2 THE 


[ 29. ] 

Tas coutts of juſtice in America ſhould 
be immediately put upon a different foot- 
ing. In ſome of the colonies the judges 
have no ſalaries at all, which 1s the intro- 
duction of weak and improper men to that 
important rank. In others, the ſalaries of 
the judges are granted precarioufly as the 
people pleaſe, by which means they become 


liable to be overborne by popular preju- 


dices, and entirely unfit for their ſtations. 


Judges ſhould certainly be independent of 
both King and people, and for this reaſon 


liberal fixed ſalaries ſhould be allowed by 


all the aſſemblies upon the continent. Theſe 
terms appear evidently ſo much to the ad- 
vantage of the community where they are 
to extend, that it may ſeem ſtrange that a 
conquering nation ſhould be obliged to in- 
fiſt upon them: but when it 1s conſidered 
how much even one independent nation is 
concerned in the due adminiftration of juſ- 


tice 
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tice in another, with which it has any deal- 


ings, it will immediately occur how much 
we muſt be intereſted in the purity of the 
. courts of juſtice in America, and how clear 
the diftributors of law ought to be from all 


Popular bias. When the judges receive 
their pay from the capricious determination 


of the people where they reſide, we may 


eaſily imagine what would be their conduct, 


where the intereſt of an Engliſhman and | 


native is in diſpute upon ſome popular to- 


pic, I fear human frailty would prevail, and 


the integrity of the judge be loſt. We have 


ſeen, with regret, that no attempt was ever 


made in their courts of Juſtice to puniſh the ö 


moſt extraordinary riot, in all its conſe- 


Jes that ever 1 22008 the 


882 


equi to his ftation, and totally independent 
of popular influence, would have given this 


riot in charge to the grand jury, and per- 


haps, 
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haps, by his dignity and perſeverance, ll 
might have occaſioned ſomething to have | 
been done to have prevented this horrible — 
War. | 


ſtrength to goyernment, all the efſential of- | 


_ cures and penſions among them; but it is 


either paid for by the people, or occaſional 1 i 


e 


To ſupport the dignity of, and give 


ficers of it ought to be provided for in a cer- 
tain, liberal and independent manner: I am 


far from meaning the eſtabliſhment of ſine- 


well known how precarious the ſubſiſtence ; | 
of any of the officers of government is in w | 


America, where their ſervices are to be 


grants of their aſſemblies; ſo much ſo, that 

their offices become hardly worth the accent 

tance of men qualified by abilities of edu- 

cation to execute them. When this point 

has been preſſed upon the Americans, they 

have always, with great /ang fr0d, replied, 1 
E 2 5 {| 


* 
ſurely Great- Britain can have nothing to 


do with theſe internal regulations, if men 


of integrity, &c. do not execute the offices, 


wwe are the ſufferers; but I hope my readers 


at once fee the fallacy of this propoſition, 


Great- Britain - 1s highly intereſted in che 
appointment of proper men to diſcharge the 
public buſineſs of each colony. All indi- 
viduals trading, or having any property in 
America, are highly intereſted. The go- 


vernment is highly intereſted in having 


ſach an eſtabliſhment as may encourage 
men capable to give ſome ſupport to it, and 


to prevent all the weight being, as it has 


hitherto been, in the popular ſcale, which 


totally deſtroys our conſtitution, the idea 
of which conſiſts altogether in an equi- 
libriumm. 


Tu reſumption of charters ought ne- 


ver to be put in practice without the 


greateſt 


greateſt neceſſity: p who ſettle f | 
_ greateſt neceſſity people if undep 
the faith of them, ought to have every rea- Mi 


Americans treat us with candor, and have 


without a number of previous, ſeditious 


E 


ſonable ſecurity for their contin uance, though 
at the ſame time they are certainly liable to 
forfeiture by abuſe; and it is equally certain, 
that the people of Maflachuſetts Bay were 
notorioully guilty of that abuſe : however, 
I would propoſe in future, that ſome fair | 
mode of trial, adapted to this particular caſe, | 


ſhould be infiſted upon and ſettled. If the 


a deſire to ſettle all conſtitutional matters | 
upon a ſolid foundation, this important | 
point may be fixed without giving any juſt 


ground of alarm to either people. 


Principiis obſta, is a favourite maxim 


in morality, and ought to be ſo in politics: 


meetings, and petty outrages, we ſhould | 
never fee a multitude in rebellion, which is 1 


always 


— 
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[ 34] 
always brought on ſtep by ſtep. The bulk 
of the people are deceived generally by their 


leaders, who ſhew them no more of their 


ſchemes that what is requiſite for the mo- 


ment, and ſo lead them gently, till they 


find it as difficult to retreat as to go on. 


To obviate, therefore, the firſt movements 


of ſedition, I would propoſe a riot act in 


America to the ſame purpoſe as that in 


England, which I am convinced would, for 


the future, be of infinite advantage. Thou- 


ſands of men, who would ſhudder at the 


thought of doing any thing which the law 
terms felony, are led by an imperceptible 
| progreſſion to the pinnacle of high treaſon, 
Theſe men, therefore, who by the reading 7 


of a riot act, are at once appriſed that they 
will be guilty of an high and dangerous 


offence if they continue, will be inclined 


entirely to relinquiſh the matter before 


the 


1 
$7 > 
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FW 1 
the machinations of their leaders can take 
effect. 


Ir you check effectually theſe firſt rio- 
tous meetings by any ſuch methods as above, 
it may ſeem ſuperfluous to make ſtrong and 


rigorous laws againſt their mnftering or 


training with arms: but as a farther ſecu- 


rity to peace, I would adviſe the moſt ſe- 


vere penalties againſt this practice. For 


the ſame reaſons they ſhould be prevented 


from building any ſhip above a certain bur- 


then, or which might, in any other reſpect, 
be capable of annoying us; and this law to 


be executed with the greateſt vigilance and 


exactneſs: the caſting of cannon, or making 
any ſpecies of fire- arms or ammunition, to 


be prevented by the ſame methods. 


AFTER the cloſe of a rebellion, ſo bloody 
and expenſive as this has already been, it 


"2 muſt 
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muſt be expected that the exiſtence of ſo- 
ciety will require ſome examples to be 
made; but here, without doubt, Britiſh hu- 
manity will interfere to Prevent every kind 


of cruelty or barbarity, If the offences of 


ſome few ſhould make bloody examples ab- 
ſolutely requiſite for the peace of mankind, 
the milder puniſhment of baniſhment and 


forfeiture ſhould be deemed ſufficient for 


thoſe who have been leſs active, and leſs 


guilty, 


As taxation has been ſo much dinned in 


our ears, it may ſeem ſingular that any one 


ſhould write upon American affairs with- 


out inſiſting much upon that; which I have 


declined doing, becauſe I by no means 


look upon it as the occaſion of the preſent 


war, or its continuance, The plain fact is, 


that they, after a moſt violent outrage, took 


up arms againſt us, in which we have met 


them, 


l 30- -] 

them, without perhaps either recurring im- 
mediately to any fixed principles upon the 
ſubject. We do not now war for a power 
to tax America, but we fight to reduce re- 
bels who have brought this dilemma upon 
us, of either conquering or being conquered 
by them, Whatever ſpeculative writers 
may ſay, this is the actual ſtate of affairs at 
preſent. 


Tu Americans advance, that our be- 
ing in poſſeſſion of their trade, in exclu- 
ſion of the reſt of the world, 1s a ſufficient 
compenſation and adyantage for all the ex- 
pence we have been at, in ſettling and de- 
fending them, I have not materials, or 
powers of calculation, to aſcertain this im- 
portant allegation. The fact, however, 
certainly is, that we have never been in 

poſſeſſion of their trade fully, owing to the 
extent of the illicit commerce among them: 
Rk F =. - this 
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this argument would have been much fairer 


if that circumſtance had been different; if 
ſo, I imagine we ſhould not be at preſent 


ſituated as we are, for this war, in a great 


meaſure, may be called a ſmuggling war, 


' Trovcn I cannot deſcend to partieular 
facts as to this argument of the Americans, 
yet I would reaſon upon the ſubject in the 


following manner; to wit, If their exclu- 


ſive trade is a ſufficient compenſation and 


advantage, we ſhould be totally againſt 


taxing them, or even requiring the leaſt aid 
but upon extreme emergency. If both 
parties, with a ſincere deſire of harmony, 


would enter candidly into a thorough ſcru- 


tiny upon the ſubject, it might be ſoon 


and ſatisfactorily adjuſted ; for this queſtion 


is capable of demonſtration by figures, If 


upon a fair and candid examination it ap- 


pears, that their excluſive trade is not a ſuf- 


ficient 


* 
9 


T9... 


| ficient compenſation, Kc. Wen, in plain 
common juſtice and reaſon, they ſhould 


contribute ſomething more towards tlie ge- 


neral expence of the empire, which being 
complied with, we ought, on our parts, for 
ever to wave the odious right of taxation, * 
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